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Minutes: Students' Union Society Council Meeting


Status: Chair approved draft


Meeting Held: Tuesday 18th November 2008, 6.30pm, Room F7, Camden


1. Present:






In attendance:

Mr Craig Woodhams [CW] (SUS President)


Mrs Phillipa Dobbs (Secretary)

Mr Ben Stileman [BS] (SUS Senior Vice President) until point 7

Miss Rebecca Gay [RG] (SUS Deputy President)

Mr Kevin Clayton [KC] (SUS Vice President

By Invitation:

Miss Nicola Reynolds (SUS AVS Junior)

Miss Simone McLaughlin [SM] (SUS International)
Sam Browne (Pole fitness club)

Miss Freya Ward [FW] (SUS Treasurer)


Sian Harries (Equine clinical club)

Mr Jonathon Parsons [JP] (SUS Sports Officer)

Kerrie Winstanley (Equine clinical club)

Miss Sophie Wyatt [SW] (SUS Social Officer)

Dean Felkler (Squash club)

Miss Alice McCutchan [AM](SUS AVS Rep)

David Blakey (Chair candidate)

Miss Ruth Payne [RP] (SUS Assistant Treasurer)

Miss Kate Mitchell (SUS Assistant sports)

Miss Linda Greaves [LG] (Buttery manager)

Mr Jonathon Haycock [JH] (Buttery manager)

Mr David Williams (BVetMed Yr 1 rep)

Miss Georgina Matthews (BVetMed Yr 1 rep)

Mr George Nye (BVetMed Yr 1 rep)

Miss Jessica Clemo (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)

Miss Katherine Burke (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)


Present:

Miss Carly Murray (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)

Mr Callum Macleod-Andrew (BioVet Yr 2 rep)

Mr Keston Smith (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)

Miss Lucy Hilliard (BioVet Yr 3 rep)


Miss Alison Saroka (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)

Mr Daniel Preece (BioVet Yr 3 rep)


Mr David Sugden (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)

Mr Anant Andy Banerjee (D101 rep)
 


Miss Rebecca Parkes (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)




Miss Carmela Burgess (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)








Miss Victoria Wyse [VW] (G&T rep)

Miss Eve Crackle (G&T rep)

Miss Eleanor Ross (Vet Path rep)

Mr Negar Hamzianpour (Vet path rep)

Miss Mary Anne Kinge (VN rep)

Ffion Llewlyn (VN rep)

Mr Allistair Spark (BioVet Yr 1 rep)




 

Mr Christoper Watton (BioVet Yr 1 rep)




2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Bianca Davey (BVetMed Yr 5 rep), Phillipa Hawkes (BVetMed Yr 5), Edward Perello (D101 rep), Jade Jack (Gateway), Abigail Barnes (FdVN Yr 1 rep), Hannah Ashley-Bagguley (BioVet Yr 2), David Richardson (BVetMed Yr 4), Amy Swales (BVetMed Yr 3), Josephine Child (BVetMed Yr 3), Edward Ogborne (BVetMed Yr 3), Suzy Bohm and Claire Denny (SU Shop)

3. CHAIR FOR COUNCIL MEETINGS

Noted:

i. CW emailed all students asking for people to nominate themselves as chair person of council meetings

ii. 8 nominations were received – 3 notified PD on the day of this meeting that they no longer wished to run for the position

iii. At the start of the meeting only 1 candidate was present

iv. It was decided to wait a further half hour to see if any other candidates showed up

v. At 7.30pm no further candidates were present at the meeting

vi. Vote taken to either elect David Blakey (chair candidate) or give the other candidates another chance at next meeting

Resolved:
      i. Majority vote in favour of electing David Blakey as the new chairman of council meetings for        
the current academic year

ii. David Blakey to take over meeting after break and chair all future meetings

4. ACTIONS/OUTCOMES FROM 9.10.08 MEETING

See separate document

5. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT*

As report

6. PRESIDENTIAL REPORT*

Noted:

i. That BS requested the item to be unstarred. 

ii. An amendment to the report: BS discussed with Ian Mehrton last year – when he/college agreed on the proposal that the buttery bar will run the bar at the next May Ball.

iii. Unfortunately there is no hard evidence of this only minutes BS kept from the meeting

Resolved:
       i. That CW will discuss with principal at his next meeting

Action: CW

7. AVS REPORT*

As report

8. BUTTERY HOURS*

Reported:

       i.That opening hours have now been extended to serving drinks till 11.30pm, closing at 12pm in      
line with the licence

Noted:

i. That BS requested the item unstarred

ii. That BS was no longer present at the meeting to discuss this item

iii. That there is a licence on the wall which on the front page states the buttery has a 24hr licence, however behind this there are 3 further pieces of paper which actually state the current licence is to sell alcohol in the buttery bar until 11.30pm.

iv. That college socials can also go on until 11.30pm if they wish

v. That college socials need to be booked 2 weeks in advance

Resolved:
       i. That year reps will inform their students that the bar is now open until 12pm, serving alcohol     
until 11.30pm

Action: All year reps

9. MINIBUS

Noted:
      i. That last year it was agreed that the SU could get another minibus as the current one kept   
breaking down quite a lot and there is over demand for it's use

ii. That the mountaineering club borrowed the college minibus and it became dangerous to drive

iii. That VW is not really prepared to speak to college as clubs are worried that then the college will then say students can't use it

iv. That we have £12000 in the bank account to purchase a new minibus

v. That RP would like to bring in a 5p/10p charge per mile to help raise funds for the minibus maintenance 

Resolved:
       i. All council members in favour of purchasing a new minibus and instigating a charge per mile 
for use of the minibus to help cover maintenance costs

Action: RP/FW

10. CLUBS/SOCIETIES

Noted:

i. Squash club (Dean Felkler) – that they currently play every Wednesday. That they will charge £5 subs per year and also £1 every time students want to play. That all standards are welcome. That they brought 15 signatures to the meeting to be affiliated

ii. Pole fitness club (Sam Browne) – that this club has already a lot of interest. That they need money to purchase own equipment. That they will charge £15 subs/year. That they brought 16 signatures to the meeting to be affiliated

iii. Equine clinical club (Sian Harries & Kerrie Winstanley) – that this club has already been running for 18mths running lots of lectures and practicals. That they would like to expand it further but need funding. That they will charge £5 subs/year. That they brought 15 signatures to the meeting to be affiliated

iv. Language club (Carmela Burgess) – that they have had 114 replies from people around college interested in the club. That they will charge £5 subs/year. That they brought 15 signatures to the meeting to be affiliated

Resolved:

i. That all clubs are now affiliated with the RVC SUS

ii. That they are now entitled to £100 each for this year

iii. That they will each be given their own mini site on the new website

Action: FW/PD

11. BVetMed Yr 5 and 1st Yr VN's ISSUES:

Noted:
      i. That at present the vet nurses have to pay for all their travel costs to placements

ii. That previously the vet nurses were paid by Middlesex, this has now been stopped

iii. That students were previously paid 10p per mile, no longer 

Resolved:
      i. That the AVS are currently looking at discussing this with RCVS for funding

ii. That CW will have a meeting with the vet nurses and then take it back to Middlesex

Action: CW/AM

12. BVetMed Yr 4 ISSUES:

Noted:
      i. That in the changing rooms all the pegs are taken up by people's swimming stuff

ii. That the men's changing rooms are very un clean

iii. That the canteen in HH has now started charging for hot water

Resolved:
      i. That estates have now put a sign up in the changing rooms requesting items to be removed off     
pegs – if not it will be placed in boxes

ii. That all year reps will email their years asking them to keep the changing rooms cleaner and tidier

iii. That RG will purchase a kettle for hot water to be placed in HH House

Action: Year reps/RG

13. BVetMed Yr 3 ISSUES:

Noted:

i. That the number of weeks students have for 3rd yr exam revision is inconsistent

ii. That students would like the RVC crest on their clinical badges instead of the coporate logo

iii. That students are having issues with certain lecturers and their accents

Resolved:
     i. That the year reps will bring the issue of study length up at the next committee meeting to see 
if it can be made a uniform length of time in the future

ii. That the crest is used for external matters, the corporate logo for all internal matters and that the crest will still be on our certificates when we graduate

iii. That students should communicate their issues with lecturers to the lecturer considered or the module leader and fill out their feedback forms

Action: 3rd Year reps

14. BVetMed Yr 2 ISSUES:

Noted:
      i. That there are not enough quiet areas in Camden in which you can use computers

ii. That DW spoke to campus services committee about quiet areas in the library to ask if librarians could enforce quietness. He was tld we are adults so should be quiet when required!

iii. That in the near future there will be a new area for quiet study with computers

Resolved:

i. That KC will send an email to all students in Camden requesting that they respect the quiet areas

Action: KC

15. BioVet Sci Yr 3 ISSUES:

Noted:

i. That students would like the opening hours of the library to be extended to be open over the weekends

ii. That this has been requested before but students were informed there was not enough interest to justify it

Resolved:
      i. That KC will speak to Campus services committee about extending library opening hours. 
Suggesting a trial period to see how high the demand is

ii. That PD will look into setting up a survey to measure demand

Action: PD/KC

16. BSc Vet Nurses Yr 3 ISSUES:

Noted:
      i. That the RVC pay for BVA membership for BVetMed students in the first 2 (maybe more)  
years

ii. That the vet nurses would like the RVC SUS to pay for the vet nurses BVNA membership

Resolved:

i. That there were no objections from council to investigate this

ii. That FW will look into if the SUS can afford to do this

Action: FW

17. G&T ISSUES:


Noted:
      i. That G&T students would like to pay their tuition fees in 3 instalments in line with how 
international and standard BVetMed students pay theirs

ii. That VW spoke to finance – who was told no!

iii. That VW spoke to Fiona Nouri who recommended bringing it to SUS Council

Resolved:

i. That CW will make a recommendation to finance committee and discuss with the director of finance

Action: CW

18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Noted:

i. That graduation will be taking place in the Guildhall this year and until 2012

ii. That the Guildhall cannot cope with all our students and guests so 3 different ceremonies will need to be held

iii. That the capacity of the Guildhall is believed to be 750

iv. That the Guildhall is booked every year until 2012 and it cannot be unbooked as a large deposit has been paid by college which would be lost

v. That all the pavements on the  way to HH have been cleared by the council

vi. That these pavements are now being blocked completely by students parking on them!

vii. That the principal has offered to remove all charges on the buses if students all stop parking on HH lane

viii.  That if we do it all on a set day this will prove to college that the buses are not big enough or organised enough!

ix. That CW will make a note of all registration plates of cars parking on the pavements illegally and name and shame them. 

x. That KC/RG would like all year reps to communicate to them before meeting to try and reduce meeting times

Resolved:

i. That CW will discuss with the principal exactly how many tickets will be allocated per student if the ceremony is to be split into 3 and still held in the Guildhall

ii. That once we have this information council will then discuss if the Guildhall is the best option for graduation 

iii. That CW will discuss with the police about ticketing students who are parking illegally

iv. That CW will discuss with the principal about the parking issues!

v. That year reps will email all their students informing them not to park on the pavement and that they may be ticketed in the near future

vi. That all year reps will communicate with the Vice President Camden and Deputy President HH before council meetings to try and reduce future agendas!

Action: CW/Year reps

19. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Reported:

That the next meeting will take place on Thursday 15th January 2009 at 6.30pm in G70, Hawkshead.
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