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Minutes: Students' Union Society Council Meeting


Status: Chair approved draft


Meeting Held: Thursday 14th May 2009, 6.30pm, Room G60, HH

1. Present:






In attendance:

Mr Craig Woodhams [CW] (SUS President)


Mrs Phillipa Dobbs [PD]

Mr Ben Stileman (SUS Senior VP)

Miss Rebecca Gay (SUS Deputy President)

Miss Alice McCutchan (SUS AVS Senior) {for 1 hr}

Mr Kevin Clayton (SUS VP) {for 1 hr}

Mr Jonathon Parsons [JP] (SUS Sports)

Miss Simone McLaughlin [SM] (SUS International officer)

Miss Freya Ward [FW] (SUS Treasurer)

Miss Ruth Payne (SUS Minibus)

Mr Andy Banerjee (D101 rep)

Miss Sara Barlow (FdVN rep)

Miss Allison Saroka (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)


Invited:

Miss Amy Swales (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)


Miss Hannah Hobbs-Chell
Mr Edward Ogborne (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)

Miss Josephine Child (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)

Miss Rebecca Parkes (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)

Miss Carmela Burgess (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)

Miss Bianca Davey (BVetMed Yr 5 rep)




Miss Vikki Wyse (G&T rep)






Miss Eve Crackle (G&T rep)

Mr Keston Smith (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)

Miss Carly Murray (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)

Miss Katherine Burke (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)

Miss Hannah Ashley-Bagguley (BioVet Yr 2)

Miss Eleanor Ross (BSc Vet Path)

Miss Nicola Reynolds (SUS AVS Junior)

Mr P J Lambley (SUS Shop)

Mr David Blakey (Chair)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Miss Vicki Collingwood (SUS Welfare), Miss Sophie Wyatt (SUS Social), Miss Kate Mitchell (SUS Assistant sports), Miss Lucy Crane (BVetMed Yr 5 rep), Miss Katie Hickey (BVetMed Yr 5 rep), Miss Phillipa Hawkes (BVetMed Yr 5 rep), Mr David Richardson (BVetMed Yr 4 rep), Mr Dave Sugden (BVetMed Yr 4 rep), Mr Callum Macleod- Andrew (Biovet Yr 2 rep), Miss Jessica Clemo (BVetMed Yr 2 rep), Miss Mary Anne-Kinge (BSc VN rep), Miss Georgina Matthews (BVetMed Yr 1 rep), Mr Robert Goss (BVetMed Yr 1 rep), Mr George Nye (BVetMed Yr 1 rep), Mr David Williams (BVetMed Yr 1 rep), Mr Alistair Spark (BioVet Yr 1 rep), Mr Christopher Watton (BioVet Yr 1), Miss Abigail Edis (FdVN rep), Miss Abigail Barnes (FdVN rep), Miss Linda Greaves (SUS Buttery), Mr Jonathon Haycock (SUS Buttery), Miss Lucy Witham (FdVN Yr 1 rep), Miss Jade Jack (Gateway rep), Miss Charlotte Mason (Gateway rep), Mr Negar Hamzianpour (BSc Vet path rep), Miss Ffion Llewelyn (BSc Bet Nurse rep), Miss Mary Anne Kinge (BSc Vet nurse rep), Mr Tim Potter (PG rep)
3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
Minutes approved

4. ACTIONS/OUTCOMES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

See separate document

5. REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

As report

6. DEBATE: STUDENT NUMBERS AT THE RVC

Noted:

i. That a debate was carried out on student numbers at the RVC

ii. Motion 1: “The RVC SUS supports measures to ensure the autonomy of the RVC and maintain the independence of the college, we are proud of the reputation of the college and we are delighted that we are not a small faculty within a massive institution.”
iii. Motion 2: “The RVC SUS would like to see any future blueprints clearly outlining the impact on current student experience, furthermore it encourages the RVC to carefully consider all future proposals in relation to student experience.”
iv. That ideally the new president should sit on committee about building new housing and that it would be useful to know exact dates of construction to make sure they don’t interfere with exam dates

v. Motion 3: “The RVC SUS Council expects that any capital changes to student numbers, additional courses or any changes to current facilities, will be brought by college to this forum for discussion and feedback before the proposals are approved by the RVC Council.”
vi. That RVC aim to increase the North American student intake from 30-70 on the BVetMed course. This would mean 40 home students would lose places. 

vii. That RVC are not very helpful towards North American students and do not provide important information and that this issue needs to be addressed before more North American students are given places
Resolved:

i. That motion 1 was passed with an unanimous vote

ii. That motion 2 was passed with an unanimous vote

iii. That motion 3 was changed to: “The RVC SUS council requires that all proposed capital changes that affects student experience will be brought by college to this forum for discussion and feedback before the proposals are submitted by the RVC Council”
iv. That the new motion 3 was voted on and received 98% of the votes in favour of the new motion
v. That CW will take these motions to RVC Council 
vi. That all SUS Council members will comply a list of major issues that they face around college and email them to CW by the end of the month
Action: CW/Council members
7. SUS PRESIDENT OBJECTIVES

Noted:

i. That CW proposes that the Chair of Finance (who is currently Charles Milne) carries out the Student union president appraisal at the end of the sabbatical year 

ii. That as a sabbatical officer the student body should have a say in the president’s appraisal

iii. That this year the exec committee will write a short report on the president to give to the appraiser but in future years a survey of students will be carried out and this will be included in the report from the exec committee

iv. That elections only got 16% of the student body voting, we need to promote more what we do!

v. That a job description needs to be drawn up for year reps

Resolved:

i. That a vote was taken and it was decided that in the future the president’s appraisal will include a report written by exec backed up by the whole student body

ii. That CW will arrange his appraisal with Charles Milne

iii. That CW will send a fortnightly bulletin to year reps to present to their year detailing what the SU has achieved to make the student body more aware

iv. That the exec committee will draw up a job description for year reps for future years

Action: CW/Exec committee

8. LANGUAGES SOCIETY – REQUEST FOR FUNDS

Noted:
i. That the language society request further funds of £600 to cover their current shortfall due to decreased uptake of lessons

ii. That the language society, although only started out this year is one of the most successful societies currently in the student union

Resolved:

i. That a vote was taken – that the SU will give the languages society £600, which they must pay back to the SU by 31st Jan 2010, with a review when the accounts are submitted at the start of next term

Action: FW/Languages society

9. 4th YR BVetMed ISSUES:

Noted:

i. That students would like the swimming pool opening times extended to 10pm
ii. That this has been taken to campus services before but they say they can’t as security guards can’t check every hour after 8pm

iii. That tuition fees have increased to £3225 next year (a 3% increase from this year), however this is not in line with inflation

Resolved:

i. That CW will speak to Ian Mehrton and Mark Gratten about extending swimming pool opening hours

ii. That CW will speak to finance about the increased tuition fees

Action: CW
10. VET NURSE ISSUES:

Noted:

i. That next year’s nurse timetable will mean that vet nurses can be better integrated into student life

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Noted:

i. That it would be useful to have a social diary detailing all the events held by all the club/societies

ii. That it would be good to have a quick link on BLE to the new RVC SUS website

iii. That it would be good to have the RVC SUS website open as a separate page when students log on to computers on campus

iv. That David Blakey has written a handbook on rotations, but there still needs to be one written for students moving to HH, D101 and North American students

Resolved:

i. That there is already the facility of a social calendar on the website

ii. That JP will email all clubs/societies asking them to use this social calendar and to stop sending so many mass emails

iii. That PD will contact IT re. a quick link on BLE and automatic opening of the RVC SUS website

iv. That Andy Banerjee will write a handbook for D101 students

Action: PD/JP/Andy Banerjee

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Reported:
That the next meeting will take place on Thurs 11th June at 6.30pm, Council Room, Camden
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