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Minutes: Students' Union Society Council Meeting


Status: Secretary’s draft


Meeting Held: Thursday 14th January 2010, 6.30pm, Room F2 Hawkshead – U5 Camden

1. Present:






In attendance:

Mr Ben Stileman [BS] (SU President)
Miss Amy Wales [AS] (Chair)             


Miss Carly Murray [CAM]

Miss Jess Clemo [JC] (SU Welfare) 
Miss Emily Bill [EB] (SU Deputy President)

Mr David Williams [DW] (SU Vice president)

Miss Nicky Reynolds [NR] (SU AVS Senior)

Miss Claire Denny [CD] (SU Treasurer)

Miss Rosanna Carson [RC] (SU Social)

Miss Sara Vaux [SV] (SU Social)

Mr Jonathon Parsons (SU Shop)

Mr Phillip Lambley (SU Shop)

Mr Martin Eaton (SU Buttery)

Miss Katherine Burke (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)

Miss Katherine Woodgate (VN Yr 1 Rep)

Mr David Sugden (BVetMed Yr 5 Rep)

Mr Edward Ogbourne (BVetMed Yr 4 Rep)

Miss Andrea Volk (Resident Rep)

Mr Alistar Spark (BioVet Yr 2 Rep)

Mr David Richardson (BVetMed Yr 5 Rep)

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Katherine Hardman (MSc WAH Rep), Jane Davidson (PGDp VN Rep), Diana Man (BVetMed Yr 2 Rep), Laura Millross (BSc Vet Path Rep), Chaya Hirsch (SU Assistant Treasurer), Chris Hoey (SU Sports), Mieghan Bruce (MSc Vet Epi Rep), Laura Owen (SU Shop Camden).
3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
Minutes approved. 
4. ACTIONS/OUTCOMES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

See separate document.
5. REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

As report

6. STUDENT UNION FINANCE
Noted:

i. That the Student Union are struggling for money as there is no extra funding available from the college. 
ii. That the SU President made suggestions for saving money in a separate report. This included the following points which were subsequently put to council for approval. 

iii. That tour grants for clubs should be temporarily suspended. 
iv. That there needs to be a Buttery price increase, where the additional money goes back into the upkeep of the Buttery, as college will not provide extra money for such maintenance. 

v. That minimum affiliation fees for sports clubs (not educational clubs) should increase from £5 to £10.

vi. That freshers have not been paying the £35 to become part of the Student Union, which is the fee for the full five years. However, a student is a member of the SU without paying, but these fees need to be paid. 

Resolved:

i. That suspension of tour grants for clubs has been approved. 
ii. That the SU President and Buttery managers will meet to discuss the Buttery price increases.

iii. That the minimum affiliation fee for sports clubs has been approved to increase to £10. 

iv. That Student Union affiliation fees need to be added to the constitution, so that a student needs to be a member of the SU to join clubs and societies and attend certain events. The SU President will draw up a report on these matters.

Action: BS, Buttery managers 
7. CONGRESS AND ISSUES FOR AVS MEETING
Noted:

i. That AVS Congress is the 5th – 7th of February in Liverpool. The theme is ‘Thinking outside the box’.

ii. That SU AVS requested any issues from council that she could bring up at the AVS Committee meeting. 

iii. That SU AVS asked the council to express any stresses students have at the RVC, especially with the new curriculum. 

Resolved:
i. That the SU President and SU AVS will meet to discuss issues to take to the AVS Committee, for example, comparison of contact time per student and staff numbers between the different universities. 

ii. That all year reps will talk to their years about ‘stressful issues at the RVC’ and email NR. 
iii. That SU Welfare will put up a board in Welfare week for people to comment on stresses. 

Action: BS, NR, JC, all year reps.

8. WELFARE WEEK
Noted:

i. That SU Welfare told the council the plans for the following week, Welfare week, including events happening on both campuses. 
ii. That SU Welfare explained Grub Club to the council, to encourage healthy eating in students. Students can register in the week to receive their pack.
9. ONLINE TICKET SALES
Noted:

i. That the social secretaries had difficulty with online sales for the Christmas ball. The company pays them back in instalments so they could not pay the venue in time. 
ii. That other companies are no better either. 

iii. That cheques are a hassle and with technology moving on the RVC shouldn’t convert back to the old system. 
Resolved:

i. That the SU will continue with online ticket sales but have a strict and earlier deadline. 
ii. The Social Secretaries, SU President and the SU website need to meet to discuss any problems. 

Action: BS, RC/SV, SU Website.

10. MEETING TIMES
Noted:

i. That now meetings are video-linked, meetings could be held earlier.
ii. That if meetings are earlier Post Graduate students and fifth year students would not get there in time.

Resolved:

i. That the meetings will continue to be held at 6:30pm.
11. MOBILE PHONES
Noted:

i. That mobile phones are still needed for some executive members.
Resolved:

i. That the SU President will discuss this with Ian Merton.
Action: BS
12.  RVC MIXED LACROSSE CLUB
Resolved:

i. Approved
13. RVC AGRICS CLUB
Resolved: 

i. Approved.
14. BVETMED YEAR 5 ISSUES

Noted:

i. That the Buttery was badly stocked when it reopened in the New Year and it was closed when it snowed.
ii. That the library closed at 10am due to snow on Wednesday.
iii. That students came into lectures, having no communication from the college that they had been cancelled due to snow.
iv. That students were told to clear the paths from snow. 

v. That the furniture in Oadham Hall is not very good.
Resolved:

i. That the Buttery managers will have a list of people who live on site who could work if there is a similar situation in the future. 
ii. That the SU President will talk to Ian Merton concerning the library, path clearing, Oadham Hall furniture and lack of communication about lectures being cancelled. 

Action: BS

15. BVETMED YEAR 3 ISSUES

Noted:

i. That paperless forms for placements would be beneficial.

ii. That students are receiving their rotation groups very late. 

Resolved:
i. That registry are going to be doing paperless forms in the next year or two.

ii. That BVetMed Year 3 Reps need to email David Church concerning rotation groups.

Action: BVetMed Year 3 Reps


16. BVETMED YEAR 2 ISSUES

Noted: 
i.       That the welfare of the animals in Camden is a concern to students.

ii.       That building noises are causing distractions to teaching. 

Resolved:

i. That the SU Campaigns and Environment Rep will continue to look into the issue of welfare and report back to students.

ii. That the SU President will talk to Ian Merton about noise distractions in Camden, due to building works.
Action: HHC, BS
17. VET NURSE YEAR 1 ISSUES
Noted: 

i. That there are continuing worries from the nurses about where they will live once Northumberland hall is demolished.

ii. That there is no FdSc VN Year Rep and the other VN Year Rep does not contribute enough. 

Resolved:

i. That the SU President has spoken to Ian Merton and there will be temporary onsite accommodation with similar facilities, available for when the nurses return from placements. He will follow this up shortly and report back. 
ii. That Kat Woodgate will find a FdSc VN Year Rep and report back to SU General Manager. 

Action: KW, BS

18. CODE OF CONDUCT AND MEMBERSHIP OF STUDENT UNION COUNCIL

Noted: 

i. That attendance of some members of council is poor. If somebody is consistently not attending, without sending apologies, then they should not be a year rep.

Resolved:

ii. That everyone agrees that consistent lack of attendance should mean removal from the SU Council. 

iii. That if somebody is seen not to be attending they will be called to the SU President and another member of the executive to give reasons why. If these are not satisfactory, they must resign as a year rep. 

iv. That the SU General Manager will compile a list of attendances. 
v. That SU President needs to explain to students what it means not to be a member of the Student Union.

Action: CAM, BS
19. REPORT FROM THE SU PRESIDENT

Noted: 
i. That the name of the SU should be the Students Union, not the Students Union Society.

ii. That the University of Hertfordshire have offered us free affiliate membership to their clubs, societies and events. In return they can join our club and societies. In addition, they get our custom. 

iii. That the SU President and SU AVS need people’s opinions on the ‘cap on fees’ issue, where the government are cutting funding to Higher Education Institutes. 

iv. That students need to get involved in national issues, such as general elections.

Resolved:

i. That the SU is the Students Union. This name was approved by council. 

ii. That the SU council accepts the offer from the University of Hertfordshire. The SU President will send further information about this to the Student Council members. 

iii. That the SU President will send information about the cap on fees to all students. 

iv. That year reps need to speak to their years about the cap on fees and report back to SU President and SU AVS. In addition, they need to remind their years to vote in the general election. 
Action: BS, Year Reps.
20. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Noted:
i. That AVS Sports made a profit of £6300. 10% of this goes towards Congress. The rest is split equally into three between RVC, Charities (Blue Cross and Mental Health Foundation) and Central AVS. 

15. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Reported:

That the next meeting will take place on Monday 8th February 2009, 6.30pm. Hawkshead – F2, Camden – U5. 
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