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Minutes: Students' Union Society Council Meeting


Status: Secretary’s draft


Meeting Held: Monday 8th February 2010, 6.30pm, Room F2 Hawkshead – U5 Camden

1. Present:






In attendance:

Mr Ben Stileman [BS] (SU President)


Miss Carly Murray [CAM]

Miss Jess Clemo [JC] (SU Welfare)
Mr David Williams [DW] (SU Vice president)

Miss Nicky Reynolds [NR] (SU AVS Senior)

Miss Claire Denny [CD] (SU Treasurer)

Miss Rosanna Carson [RC] (SU Social)

Miss Sara Vaux [SV] (SU Social)

Miss Chaya Hirsch (SU Assistant Treasurer)

Mr Robert Ambrose (BVetMed Yr 3 Rep)

Miss Katherine Burke (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)

Miss Eve Crackle (BVetMed Yr 3 Rep)

Miss Sandeep Sidhu (BVetMed Yr 3 Rep)

Miss Katherine Woodgate (VN Yr 1 Rep)

Mr Edward Ogbourne (BVetMed Yr 4 Rep)

Mr Alistar Spark (BioVet Yr 2 Rep)

Miss Samantha Wilkinson (BioVet Yr 2 Rep)

Mr Luke Mangion (Graduate Rep)
Miss Gabina Youn (BVetMed Yr 1 Rep)

Miss Cassidy Yang (BVetMed Yr 1 Rep)
Miss Suzanna Hudson-Cooke (BVetMed Yr 1 Rep)

Miss Laura Owen (SU Shop Camden)

Kathleen Batey (BVetMed Yr 2 Rep)

Lucy Jerram (AVS Junior)

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Yuvani Bandara (BVetMed Yr 1 Rep), Emma Smith (BioVet Yr 3 Rep), Louise Moyles (BioVet Yr 3 Rep), Phillip Lambley (SU Shop), David Richardson (BVetMed Yr 5 Rep), Bethan Hindson (BVetMed yr 2 Rep), Katriina Willgert (MSc CIDA Rep), Allison Saroka (BVetMed Yr 4 Rep), Rachel Rowell (Gateway Rep), Katrina Guest (VN Yr 1 Rep), Victor Brugman (MSc  CIDA Rep), Andrea Volk (MVetMed Rep), Liz Walker (BVetMed Yr 4 Rep), Hannah Hobbs-Chell (SU Environment and Campaigns Officer).
3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
Minutes approved, a change made to attendance record.
4. ACTIONS/OUTCOMES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

See separate document

5. ISSUES FROM CONGRESS
Noted:

i. That there is a catalogue of charities in the Hawkshead library and there will shortly be one in the Camden library. Also containing information on sponsorships and placements.

ii. That JAVS is the 12th February 2010.

iii. That it was raised that the RVC IVSA rep is not participating in IVSA.  Keston Smith is noted as the other rep, as well as Rachel Jackson.

iv. That there is a free IVSA conference in Austria. 

v. That AVS Sports 2010 is 5-7th of November. 

vi. That there is a survey on top up fees that year reps need to send out to years shortly.
vii. That students can apply to BVA for £500 grants.
viii. That abattoir placements will no longer be compulsory in vet schools.

ix. That the new AVS committee has been elected. 

Resolved:

i. That a new IVSA rep needs to be assigned. This is to be put on the agenda for the next council meeting.

ii. That Keston Smith may be unaware that he is also an IVSA Rep. David Williams will email him and otherwise attend the next IVSA meeting.
iii. That year reps will make sure as many students as possible take the survey when they hear from SU AVS about it. 

iv. That year reps need to encourage years to go to AVS on tour.

Action: Year reps, DW, CAM

6. ATTENDANCE 

Noted:

i. That undergraduate student reps need to be attending more SU Council meetings.

ii. That being part of the SU needs to be promoted to freshers so that they understand their responsibilities and also what they can gain. 

iii. That free theatre tickets or free SU member ship for the year could be an incentive.

iv. That older year reps could talk to younger years about being part of the Student Union and update them on the year ahead.  

Resolved:

i. That the SU General Manager and SU President will decide which members particularly need reviewing for poor attendance and meet with them to discuss their reasons and possible resignation. 

Action: CAM, BS

7. SU MINIBUS

Noted:

i. That people are using the minibus but not keeping records of the miles.
ii. That 1500 miles are missing from the book. 

Resolved:

i. That the keys should be locked up with the security guards and only given to people who have previously booked and write their miles down. SU Assistant Treasurer should ask security about it. 

Action: Chaya Hirsch. 

8. BVETMED YEAR 3 ISSUES
Noted:

i. That the library closes at 8pm but there is no bus.

Resolved:

i. That the BVetMed Year 3 Reps and SU President should ask estates.
ii. That the minibus can be used for off-peak talks. 
Action: BS, BVetMed Year 3 Reps

9. VET NURSE YEAR 1 ISSUES

Noted:
i. That the accommodation is more expensive than expected.

ii. That the lighting in College Close is very poor.

Resolved:

i. That SU President and Vet Nurse Rep will meet.
ii. That SU President will talk to Ian Merton about the lighting in College Close. 

Action: BS, KW
10. SU FINANCE
A) Affiliation fees

Noted:
i. That £8000 was expected from freshers joining the SU, but only £2000 was handed in.

ii. That it should be compulsory to pay affiliation fees, like other universities, to be able to join clubs and societies and attend SU events. 

iii. That currently the fee is £35 for five years of membership. 

iv. That the SU constitution states that all students are members of the SU unless they opt out within six weeks of registration to RVC. Therefore, it is not currently enforced.

v. That if students are members of the SU, then subs for clubs should be lowered or non-existent depending on the cost of the activity. 

vi. That a solution is needed for this year and a new system needs to begin next year.  

vii. That students who have paid could be on a list, be given a card for access to Buttery and other facilities, or stickers on their RVC card.  
Resolved:
i. That it should be compulsory to pay yearly fees to be a member of the RVC SU. This includes being able to use the Buttery, SU Shop, join clubs and attend events.

ii. That SU VP Camden will circulate his presentation to all members of council.

iii. That final year students should not be charged fees. Postgraduate fees are being reviewed. 

iv. That only affiliated members who have paid their £35 can go to the May Ball and Sports Ball this year, but this fee will last for their entire time at university. 

v. That current 1st, 2nd and 3rd year BVetMed Students and 1st and 2nd year BioVet Sci students need to pay £35 shortly, within one month of being asked. This will last for their time at university. If they do not do this they will have to pay a yearly fee like the new freshers. 

vi. That from September, new students and students who have not yet paid need to pay yearly. This will be £15 per year. 

vii. That the constitution needs to be rewritten and approved by the college council by March to be approved by SU Council by the start of the next academic year. 

viii. That members will be on the system using their RVC card. 

ix. That the SU President needs a presentation for year groups explaining the SU financial situation so that students can feed back to their year reps, who can then vote at the council meeting. 

x. That the SU President needs to talk to all year groups about the financial changes before lectures once the constitution has been changed. 

xi. That the annual fee is subject to change relating to the annual budget and inflation. This fee will be decided upon at the last council meeting of each year. 

Action: BS, DW

B) Grant from college

Noted: 

i. That this year the money received from college only increased by £800. 

ii. That next year, due to the college’s tight budget, the grant is unlikely to increase.

C) Clubs and Societies

Noted: 

i. That the SU has too many sports clubs and societies to financially support. 

ii. That the SU President is being appraised on creating more clubs and societies, but the SU cannot afford this. 

iii. That students could join up to clubs online, via rvcsus. 
Resolved:

i. That sports clubs will no longer be given £5 tour grants.

ii. That the SU President will send a message to all members of sports clubs to ensure that they pay their fees.  

Action: BS

D) SU Cards and NUS

Noted:

i. That The SU President has a met with NUS and we have been offered a reduced fee.
E) Buttery
Noted:

i. That the Buttery needs to increase its prices to be able to be self sufficient, as currently it is losing money. 
Resolved:
i. That the exact price increase will be discussed between the Buttery managers, SU President, SU Deputy President and SU Treasurer.
Action: BS, CD, EB, Buttery Managers

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
A) Sponsorship

Noted: 

i. That sports clubs should send out letters to try to gain sponsorship from companies. 

Resolved:

i. That SU AVS has a list of companies that may offer sponsorship that she will send to SU President to distribute to students.

ii. That year reps should make students aware of sponsorships.

Action: BS, NR, Year Reps 

B) Art Club

Noted: 

i. That year reps should see if there would be an interest in an Art Club.

ii. That SU Welfare has information on Art Shops which she will forward to SU President.

Action: JC, Year Reps
C) Student Magazine

Noted: 

i. That there are 7 editors that are working on a magazine to be released next term. 

D) British Museum

Noted:

i. That there are lectures and tours on different eras in conjunction with BBC History of the World.
E) Veterinary Record

Noted:

i. That Professor P. Doherty is visiting the RVC on the 22nd February for a lecture. Not many people are yet to respond.

Resolved:

i. Year reps will promote to years and contact Elaine Hardman. 

Action: Year Reps
F) Bus Service in Hawkshead

Noted:

i. That the bus is every 30 minutes but there are not enough stops and the last one is at 18:55.

ii. That an off peak minibus would be useful. 

Resolved:

i. That there needs to be immediate changes so SU President will talk to the principal and Ian Merton.
ii. That year reps are encourages to attend the focus group. 

Action: BS, Year Reps

G) Single Equalities Questionnaire
Noted:

i. That year reps need to encourage years to do this. 

Action: Year Reps

H) Register to vote
Noted:

i. That year reps need to encourage years to do this. 

Action: Year Reps

I) National Student Satisfaction Survey:

Noted:

i. That RVC dropped two places in the survey and are now 90th out of 104.

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Reported:

That the next meeting will take place on Thursday 4th March 6.30pm. Camden U5, Hawkshead F2.
6

sugenmanager@rvc.ac.uk


