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Minutes: Students' Union Society Annual General Meeting


Status: Chair-approved draft


Meeting Held: Thursday 9th October 2008, 6.30pm, Games Room, Hawkshead


Present:






In attendance:

Mr Craig Woodhams [CW] (SUS President)


Mrs Phillipa Dobbs (Secretary)

Mr Ben Stileman [BS] (SUS Senior Vice President)

Miss Rebecca Gay [RG] (SUS Deputy President)

Mr Kevin Clayton [KC] (SUS Vice President

By Invitation:

Miss Vicki Collingwood [VC] (SUS Welfare Officer)
Circus club

Miss Freya Ward [FW] (SUS Treasurer)


Anya Kajlich – Wellness society

Mr Jonathon Parsons [JP] (SUS Sports Officer)

Vicky Laing - Alumni

Miss Sophie Wyatt [SW] (SUS Social Officer)

Tom Berry – Rugby club

Miss Alice McCutchan [AM](SUS AVS Rep)

Miss Simone McLaughlin [SM] (SUS International Officer)

Miss Nicola Reynolds (SUS AVS Junior)

Miss Ruth Payne (SUS Assistant Treasurer)

Miss Kate Mitchell (SUS Assistant sports)

Miss Linda Greaves [LG] (Buttery manager)

Mr Jonathon Haycock [JH] (Buttery manager)

Miss Claire Denny (SU Shop manager)

Miss Suzy Bohm (SU Shop manager)

Mr David Williams (BVetMed Yr 1 rep)

Miss Georgina Matthews (BVetMed Yr 1 rep)

Mr George Nye (BVetMed Yr 1 rep)

Mr Robert Goss (BVetMed Yr 1 rep)

Miss Jessica Clemo (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)

Miss Katherine Burke (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)


Present:

Miss Carly Murray (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)


Miss Abigail Barnes (VN rep)

Mr Keston Smith (BVetMed Yr 2 rep)


Miss Lucy Witham (VN rep)


Mr Edward Ogborne (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)


Miss Jade Jack (Gateway rep)

Miss Josephine Child (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)


Miss Charlotte Mason (Gateway rep)

Miss Allison Saroka (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)


Miss Victoria Wyse (G&T rep)

Miss Amy Swales (BVetMed Yr 3 rep)


Miss Eve Crackle (G&T rep)

Mr David Sugden (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)


Miss Eleanor Ross (Vet Path rep)

Mr David Richardson (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)


Mr Negar Hamzianpour (Vet path rep)

Miss Rebecca Parkes (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)


Miss Mary Anne Kinge (VN rep)

Miss Carmela Burgess (BVetMed Yr 4 rep)


Ffion Llewlyn (VN rep)

Mr Allistair Spark (BioVet Yr 1 rep)



Mr Anant Andy Banerjee (D101 rep)

Miss Hannah Ashley-Bagguley (BioVet Yr 2 rep)

Mr Edward Perello (D101 rep)

Mr Callum Macleod-Andrew (BioVet Yr 2 rep)

Mr Tim Potter (Postgraduate rep)


1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Bianca Davey (BVetMed Yr 5 rep), Lucy Crane (BVetMed Yr 5 rep) and Christopher Watton (BioVet Yr 1 rep)

2. ACT SQUASH COURTS

Considered:

i. The possible refurbishment of one of the squash courts into a gym, raised by Vicky Laing

Noted:

i. That an idea brought forward to ACT is to refurbish one of the squash courts into a gym/training room. 

ii. That currently one of the squash courts is used by Kick boxing club

iii. That the college are planning on putting a gym in when they refurbish Northumberland Hall but this will not be until 2012

iv. That none of us will benefit from this new gym, as most of would have graduated by then!

v. That the issue needs to be taken to the whole student body

vi. That a vote needs to be taken from all students

vii. That there is still £10,000 put aside for the student challenge

Resolved:

i. Item to be taken to whole student body – a survey/vote needs to be on BLE/Website

Action: CW/Secretary/RG

3. INGOING/OUTGOING REPORTS

Noted:

i. That AM, RP, FW, SM, RG, KC, JP, SW, SU shop and SU Buttery reports are as noted, no additions or amendments

ii. That BS would like to add to report the creation of extra places on council – 2 campaign officers and a diversity officer

iii. That CW would like to mention a great job was done by all of exec for Fresher's week

Resolved:

i. That BS to discuss with rest of executive committee about 3 extra places on council

Action: BS

4.BUDGET

Noted:

i. That all clubs/societies will be getting an email with details of money being given to them

ii. That there is money in for TV licence, however the TV in Camden hasn't worked for a long time

iii. That TV is to be replaced 

iv. Vote taken – unanimous vote on passing budget

Resolved:

i. That the TV is Camden needs to be replaced

Action: CW/KC

5. BVetMed Yr 5 issues

Reported:

i. Request for provision of a rest room when in out of hours for rotations

ii. Can there be out of hours access to the LIVE building

Noted:

i. There is work in progress to have a rest room for students in college out of hours whilst on rotations

Resolved:

i. That the opening hours of the LIVE building will be looked into

Action: RG

6. BVetMed Yr 4 issues:

Reported:

i. That there are not enough bike racks at HH

ii. That a lot of people are getting serious back problems from sitting in NLT for long periods of time 

iii. That there are rumours the Eclipse café will be only open to staff in the future

iv. That students want recycling bins around HH 

v. That there is an awful smell in NLT

vi. That students would like access to the hardship fund during the summer when it is most needed

Noted:

i. That there is not enough money for new bike racks at the moment

ii. That the issue with back problems from sitting in NLT is being raised at the next teaching and learning committee meeting

iii. That the proposal is for students to predominately use the new panine bar in the canteen instead of Eclipse, but the Eclipse café will not be being made staff only

iv. That recycling is being addressed by the new Environmental officer

v. That the Buttery are hoping to get a big glass recycling bin

vi. That estates are investigating the smell in NLT

vii. That it may be possible to extend the access to the hardship fund over the summer

Resolved:

i. That the issue of back problems will be raised by RG at the next teaching and learning committee

ii. That JH/LG are to contact the new environmental officer about possibility of financial help towards new big glass recycling bin

iii. That the possibility of extending the hardship fund to over summer is to be investigated

Action: RG/Buttery managers/FW

7. BVetMed Yr 3 reps:

Reported:

i. That students have suggested rewarding people for car sharing

ii. That students would like bike racks covered

iii. That the walk into college is not particularly safe

Noted:

i. That the issue of car sharing was brought up last year, and estate strategy is looking to set up schemes to credit people for car sharing

ii. That the SU has a commitment to reducing by 50% the number of cars coming to HH

iii. That this has now been removed from the strategy and is now just an aspiration not a goal

iv. That college have been allowed to build 2 new car parks, but the council want the number of cars on the lane reduced and car parking charges to be instigated

v. That it is cheaper to put more bike racks in then to cover them 

vi. That the walk from Bolton's Park Farm to college is dangerous, however this path is maintained by the highways agency, so college cannot get involved

vii. That college are talking to the highways agency to see if a proper path can be put in

8. BVetMed Yr 2 reps:

No issues reported

9. BVetMed Yr 1 reps:

Reported:

i. The disorder of the mail boxes in Camden

ii. That students who partake in sports at HH would like a bus to get them from Camden to HH

iii. That students would like more details on the new bar in Camden

Noted:

i. That the pigeon holes have not been installed at College Grove

ii. That the new pigeon holes for the Camden common room will be arriving soon and these will be put outside the SU office

iii. That the cost would be too high to put on a bus for students coming to partake in sports at HH

iv. That the college bar is in progress

Resolved:

i. That CW will contact Ian Merhton about the pigeon holes in College Grove

Action: CW

10. BioVet Sci Yr 3 reps:

Reported:

i. That parcels are going missing from pigeon holes

Noted:

i. That the new Camden common room will have small pigeon holes for parcel slips to go in so students can easily see when they have a parcel and collect them quickly

11. BioVet Sci Yr 2 reps:

Reported:

i. That the students would like better sandwiches in the canteen

ii. That the students would like a dance club to be set up

iii. That the RVC could set up an affiliation with ULU and Kings to use their bars

Noted: 

i. That the students need to discuss with the canteen directly about better sandwiches

ii. That students need to contact JP about setting up a club

iii. That SW has spoken to kings are we are going to start sharing facilities with them

Resolved:

i. Andy to report to students about sandwiches

ii. Andy to report to students concerned to contact JP about setting up dance club

Action: Andy Banerjee

12. BioVet Sci Yr 1 reps:

Reported:

i. That students would like to know about pool tables for the Camden common room

Noted:

i. That pool tables will be in the new Camden common room

13. Vet Nurses:

Reported:

i. That VN's were really pleased with events during Fresher's week. Everyone had a good time

ii. That VN's have an allowance to spend in the canteen but they are unsure how much they have

iii. That VN's would like more scheduled events in the buttery

iv. That VN's would also like out of hours access to LIVE building

Noted:

i. That RG will check out allowance in canteen

ii. That more events are scheduled for buttery, and VN's can send ideas to Jon or Linda

Action: RG

14. BSc Veterinary Pathology reps:

Reported:

i. That vet paths student did not get included in Fresher's week and they did not receive any packs from SU before starting at RVC

Resolved:

i. That SW will make sure this doesn't happen next year by informing new social secretary

Action: SW

15. Postgraduate rep:

Reported:

i. That postgraduate students do not always get included on communication about student events

Resolved:

i. SW to send details to Tim Potter so he can ensure all students get the information

Action: SW

16. G&T reps:

Reported:

i. That G&T students would like their own Fresher's event

ii. That students would like separate pigeon holes for clubs and societies

iii. That 2 years ago students went away to Wales for animal husbandry experience, can they use FACC this year

Noted:

i. That international students would like something similar

ii. That it would be a good idea for G&T's to integrate more during this year with current BVetMed Yr 2 students

iii. That Fresher's week is for the whole uni and we do not really want to segregate students into their own groups during this week

iv. That the FACC could be used for Animal husbandry experience

v. That it is difficult to echo what happens in Wales here to HH, it would be better held up in Wales

Resolved:

i. That Eve and Vicki will take the issue of the animal husbandry week in Wales to the course leaders

ii. That KC will speak to post room about sorting separate pigeon holes to prevent their post going missing

Action: KC/Eve Crackle and Vicki Wyse

17. YOGA CLUB:

Noted:

i. That the yoga club is now called 'The Wellness Society'

ii. That as it is a society it needs to ask for subs from students, can't be a drop in fee

iii. That they would like £200 to start off to pay for mats

iv. That to become a club they need 15 signatories + president 

v. That the membership fees for year must be £5 per year minimum

vi. That in first year of club they can only have £100

vii. Vote taken – unanimous vote in favour of the Wellness society becoming a club

Resolved:

i. Now an established club, can get £100

Action: FW

18. CIRCUS CLUB

Noted:

i. That students would like a circus club set up

ii. That the club wants to be self sufficient but at the moment they need money for equipment, as currently the 'teachers' are bringing in their own equipment

iii. That the SUS already have the 15 signatories required to become a club

iv. Vote taken – unanimous vote in favour of circus club becoming a club

Resolved:

i. Now an established club, can get £100

ii. However, as signatories were obtained last year the club may be able to get more money

Action: FW/Executive committee

19. WOMAN'S HOCKEY GOALIE KITS

Reported:

i. That last years woman's 2nd team and men's team got new kits.

ii. That currently the woman's 1st team has half SU funded kit, half students own kit

iii. That this kit is not particularly safe

iv. That they have submitted an application for £593.20 to purchase a new kit

v. That the goalie who owns half the kit is leaving at the end of this year

Noted:

i. That it is a health and safety issue therefore a new kit is important

ii. That the SUS do not pay for kit for clubs but if it is a health and safety issue and equipment is needed then clubs can apply for funding on an individual basis

iii. That they can raise some money for the kit by fund-raising

Resolved:

i. That the SUS will give the hockey team £1000 to buy a brand new full hockey kit, but by the end of the year they have to pay back at least half of this

ii. Vote taken – majority vote agree with this proposal

Action: JP/FW

20. FLOODLIGHTS FOR FIELD ACROSS THE ROAD

Reported:

i. That currently the rugby team have to train somewhere else on Monday nights as it is too dark to train on campus

ii. That the rugby team would like money towards 2 portable floodlights that can then be used by any sporting teams who want to use them once it gets dark

iii. That the quotes vary from £2000-£7000

Noted:

i. That CW is unsure if planning permission would be needed

ii. That there is electricity in the sports pavilion that may support the floodlights

iii. That it needs to be discussed with estates around running cables etc.

iv. That we should ask college for at least a proportion of the money

v. That it needs to be discussed who would pay for all the running costs of the flood lights

Resolved:

i. Vote taken – majority vote in favour of supporting the floodlight campaign

Action: Rugby team to investigate further and speak to college

21. CAMDEN COMMON ROOM WORK GROUP

Noted:

i. That the new Camden Common room is currently at the planning stage

ii. That CW would like to nominate KC to chair any meetings about the common room

iii. That we need students to form a group to get involved and give ideas for common room

Resolved:

i. That KC will organise meetings with students in work group

ii. That the students in the work group are: Callum Macleod-Andrew, Keston Smith, Katherine Burke, Allistar Spark, Josephine Child

Action: KC

22. FOCUS GROUP FOR TRAVEL ISSUES

Noted:

i. That the SUS need students who want to be involved in discussing ideas/improvements

ii. That the college and students need to work together to create a green travel plan

Resolved:

i. That RG will email students offering drop in sessions in HH to discuss ideas

Action: RG

23. SU GENERAL MANAGER WAGES

Noted:

i. That SUS Executive committee would like to increase the rate of pay for the current and future SU general managers

ii. That the buttery and shop employees get £500 per term

iii. That the SU general manager currently gets £500 per year

iv. Proposal to increase SU general manager rate of pay to £500 per term and to keep this rate of pay for the future

Resolved:

i. Vote taken – unanimous vote in favour to increase rate of pay

Action: FW

24. SU SHOP

Noted:

i. That students should email the SU shop if there is anything they want ordered

ii. That shelves and computers are being put in to increase sales

Resolved:

i. That SU shop will promote shop

ii. That CW need to give contracts to SU shop

Action: CW

25. HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

Noted:

i. That honorary memberships are given to people as a reward for hard work on SUS

ii. That BS would like to nominate Mary Brackner – the 1st female vet to graduate for the RVC

iii. That BS would like to nominate Giles Lee Good (the previous Chaplin)

iv. That CW would like to nominate Fiona Nouri (student support officer)

v. That David Sugden would like to nominate Emma Price (previous disabilities officer)

vi. That Linda Greaves (& others) would like to nominate Andrew Crook

vii. That BS opposes Fiona Nouri as thinks it is too early – she has only been here a year

Resolved:

i. That a vote was taken for Mary Brackner, Giles Lee Good, Emma Price and Andrew Crook – unanimous decision for all

ii. That CW will send Fiona a letter on behalf of SUS and student body thanking her for her support

iii. That VC will sort out these honorary memberships

Action: CW/VC

26. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Kick boxing - 

Noted:

i. That kick boxing underestimated how much money they needed when they submitted their application

ii. That kick boxing club need more money for another coach and equipment - £670

iii. That on health and safety grounds the SUS will pay for new mats and gloves

iv. Proposal that the SUS will give kick boxing club £490 grant, on the provision that some will be given back when raised by club

Resolved:

i. Vote taken on proposal – 3 abstentions, 3 rejections, majority in favour

Action: FW

27. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Reported:

That the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 18th November 2008 at 6.30pm in F7, Camden.
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